
RIVERBEND UNITED CHURCH 
  14907 45th Avenue NW, Edmonton AB T6H 5K8 Phone 780.430.7275 

E-mail: contactus@riverbendunited.org   
Website: www.riverbendunited.org 

  

April 7, 2019    Lent 5 
 

Communion Sunday  
 

A Song of Faith: The Church as Community 
 

*denotes you are invited to stand as you are able and inclined 
VU indicates the red hard-bound hymnal, Voices United 

MV indicates the small paper-bound hymnal More Voices 
 

We Gather Together 
 

Prelude Andrew Sims 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Introit Gather Us In MV 7 

 

Call to Worship  (A Song of Faith, United Church of Canada 2006)  
  

   One: We sing of a church seeking to continue the story of  
Jesus by embodying Christ’s presence in the world. 

 

    All: We are called together by Christ 
      as a community of broken but hopeful believers, 
      loving what he loved, living what he taught, 
      striving to be faithful servants of God 
      in our time and place. 
    

Opening Prayer (A Song of Faith, United Church of Canada, 2006, adapted) 
 

Holy One, we join our ancestors in faith, building our 
lives upon theirs.  As we live your Way, we become part 
of the Communion of Saints with them. May we believe 
the fulfillment of your reign, actively participating with 
you in bringing about a new heaven and a new earth, as 
a community of faith together.  Amen. 

 

*Heritage Hymn         In Christ There Is No East or West VU 606 
 

Children’s Time / Hymn  Lord Prepare Me MV 18 
 

Children are invited forward for a special time, then Sunday School downstairs for grades 
K-6. A Family Room is available adjacent to the sanctuary for parents with little ones. 

We Listen for God’s Ongoing Word 
 

Lenten Contemplation     Stay With Me  (Repeated multiple times)  VU 950 
  

During this time, we are invited to take a few deep breaths and centre our 
hearts in the Holy.  What is it that we need to let go of in our lives? In our 
church? What is it that we are being called into next in our faith journey, 
individually and as a community?  

 

Lenten Litany (In Unison) (A Song of Faith, United Church of Canada, 2006) 
 

   The church has not always lived up to its vision. 
   It requires the Spirit to reorient it,  
   helping it to live an emerging faith  
   while honouring tradition, 
   challenging it to live by grace rather than entitlement, 
   for we are called to be a blessing to the earth. 
 
   We sing of God’s good news lived out, 
   a church with purpose: 
   faith nurtured and hearts comforted, 
   gifts shared for the good of all, 
   resistance to the forces that exploit and marginalize, 
   fierce love in the face of violence, 
   human dignity defended, 
   members of a community held and inspired by God,  
  corrected and comforted, 
   instrument of the loving Spirit of Christ,  
   creation’s mending. 
 
   We sing of God’s church, God’s mission, God’s community, 
   being built and building as love in the world. 
   Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading I Corinthians 12: 12-20; 27 
 

Reflection “We Sing of the Church” Rev. Valerie Oden 
 

Offering Our Gifts / Anthem             Choir 

 

We Share at the Table 
 

*Hymn of Invitation  I Come With Joy VU 477 
 

Invitation to Communion 
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Communion Litany     (A Song of Faith, United Church of Canada 2006)  
    

 One: Carrying a vision of creation healed and restored, 

      we welcome all in the name of Christ. 
 

    All: Invited to the table where none shall go hungry, 
      we gather as Christ’s guests and friends. 
 

    One: In holy communion, we are commissioned 
      to feed as we have been fed, 
      forgive as we have been forgiven, 
      love as we have been loved. 
    

    All: The open table speaks of the shining promise 
      of barriers broken and creation healed. 
      In the communion meal,  
      wine poured out and bread broken, 
      we remember Jesus. 
 

      The bread and cup are lifted and blessed. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Sharing in Communion 
 

All are welcome to Christ’s table.  Please come forward as you are able and receive 
the bread and dip it in the cup.  Gluten free crackers are available in the centre 
station. Elements will be brought to those who wish to be served in the pews.  

     

We Leave as the Body of Christ 
 

*Parting Hymn We Are Pilgrims VU 595 
 

*Benediction / Choral Benediction             Choir 
 

*Postlude Andrew Sims  
 

Welcome!  We’re glad you’re here.  
Assisting with today’s worship:  Dr. Joanne Olson 

 
 
 

 
 


