
Children’s Ministry lesson: May 17, 2020 

Lesson: Teamwork Time 

From The Book: The story of the Tower of Babel from Genesis 11:1-9. 

Kids will learn that they need to work together for the right reasons. 

You’ll need: 

• a picture of a turtle,
• a small plastic turtle, and
• nine small wooden blocks.

Show the picture of the turtle to kids and ask, “Where does a turtle belong? What would 
happen if a turtle didn’t want to be in the water and thought he should be more than a 
turtle?” 

Read the book Yertle the Turtle. 

Here is a link that has someone reading it to the children if you don’t have the book ☺ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCWSDJzRWLs 

 As you tell the story, create a block tower by placing three more blocks under the 
plastic turtle every time Yertle’s tower gets higher. Knock down the block tower when 
Yertle falls into the water. 

After you’ve read the story, ask: 

• Why did Yertle build a high tower?
• What did Yertle think of himself?
• How did Yertle feel after he fell in the water?

Say: In Genesis, there’s a story about people who thought they could build a 
tower to heaven. 

Read aloud Genesis 11:1-9. 

The Tower of Babel 

At one time all the people of the world spoke the same language and used the same 
words.  As the people migrated to the east, they found a plain in the land of Babylonia
and settled there. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+11%3A1-9&version=NLT
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_2?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=Yertle+the+Turtle&rh=n%3A283155%2Ck%3AYertle+the+Turtle
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+11%3A1-9&version=NLT


They began saying to each other, “Let’s make bricks and harden them with fire.” (In this 
region bricks were used instead of stone, and tar was used for mortar.)  Then they said, 
“Come, let’s build a great city for ourselves with a tower that reaches into the sky. This 
will make us famous and keep us from being scattered all over the world.” 

 But the LORD came down to look at the city and the tower the people were 
building.  “Look!” he said. “The people are united, and they all speak the same 
language. After this, nothing they set out to do will be impossible for them!  Come, let’s 
go down and confuse the people with different languages. Then they won’t be able to 
understand each other.” 

 In that way, the LORD scattered them all over the world, and they stopped building the 
city. That is why the city was called Babel, because that is where the LORD confused the 
people with different languages. In this way he scattered them all over the world. 

 Then ask: 

• Why did the people want to build a tower?  
• How were the people in the Bible like or unlike Yertle? 

Say: The good thing in our Bible story is that the people worked together. But 
they worked together for the wrong reasons. 

Ask: 

• What are the right reasons to work together?  
• What are ways we can work together? 

Tumble Towers 

You’ll need: 

• Various stackable items found in your classroom or church such as books, 
erasers, or plastic tubs. 

Form groups of two -you can join in with the kids. Have each group work together to 
build a structure that only touches the ground in four places (like the four legs of a 
turtle). The structure should be about 5 feet high, using only supplies found in your 
classroom. Designate items that are off-limits for safety reasons, and encourage kids to 
work together. 

After they’re finished, ask: 

• How are your towers like or unlike the ones we read about today? 
• Why does God like it when we work together? 



Sticky Towers 

You’ll need: 

• six round crackers per child, 
• plastic knives, 
• paper plates, 
• plastic bowls, 
• marshmallow cream, and 
• one green jelly bean per child. 

Fill a bowl with marshmallow cream. Give each child a plate, a plastic knife, and six 
crackers. Have kids build towers on their plates using the crackers and marshmallow 
cream. When kids are finished constructing their cracker towers, have them place their 
green jelly beans on top to remind them of Yertle; then they can eat their towers. 

Toothpick Towers 

You’ll need: 

• toothpicks, 
• marshmallows, 
• a bowl, and 
• green food coloring. 

Before class, color one marshmallow green per child by dipping marshmallows into a 
bowl of green food coloring. Give each child a green marshmallow. Set out toothpicks 
and plain marshmallows to share. 

Say: You’re going to build a tower out of toothpicks and marshmallows to eat. 
The green marshmallow represents Yertle; place it on top of your tower. You’ll 
have to share toothpicks and marshmallows to build your tower. 

 

Have an amazing week you guys! 

 


