
 

 

Classification: Protected A 

RUC Children’s Ministry Lesson: June 28, 2020 

Parable of the Talents 

Introduction: 

This lesson isn't about money as much as it's about using our gifts that God has given 

us.  The master gave a large amount of money to each of his servants according to their 

abilities.  God not only gives us abilities but they are very valuable just like the talents in 

the story.  If we are lazy or afraid to use our gifts God will take them away and give 

them to someone who is using theirs. 

The message: 

Preschool thru Grade 1: God will give you more talents/gifts if you keep doing good for 

Him. 

Grades 2 and 3: God gives us special gifts that only you are able to give.  Use them and 

God will keep giving you more. 

Parable of the Talents 

This story is called the Parable of the Talents.  A parable is a type of story Jesus would 

tell so we would learn something from it. 

Jesus' stories had more than one meaning.  For example, this story is about talents 

which was a super large amount of money in Bible times.  Today a talent might be worth 

a million dollars! 

A talent in this story can also mean our gifts or abilities.  Something special and 

amazing God gives just to you, almost like a super power. 

The parable starts like this:  A man decided to go on a long trip, so he called his 

servants and asked them to take care of his house, his stuff and his money. 
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Keep in mind that the man in this story is like God and the man's servants are God's 

people (you and me!)  The man in this story trusted his servants and believed that they 

would take care of his special and valuable things. 

The man decided to give one servant five talents of money (let’s say that it's about five 

million dollars), to another he gave two talents (or two million) and to the last servant he 

gave one talent.  He gave each servant a large amount he thought they could handle or 

according to their ability. 

Our abilities are our special gifts that God gave to each of us.  He made some of us 

smarter about some things than others.  Some of us are good at memorizing, some of 

us are better at certain sports, and some of us are better at knowing how to help 

others.  Some can solve problems better and some are more generous.  Our ability is 

something special we have that's different than anyone else. 

Back to the story, the man left on his trip and the servants each did something with the 

money that they received.   

The man with the five talents went right away and used his money and got five 

more!  The man with the two talents also used his money wisely and gained two more 

talents. 

But the man with one talent took his talent and buried it in the ground to keep the money 

safe.  He didn't even try to do something with it.   

He reminds me a bit like a dog that buries a bone.  He had lots of time to do something 

with his money.  He could've bought some seeds and planted a garden and made some 

money but he didn't do anything! 

After a nice long trip the master came back and wanted to know what his servants did 

with his money.  The first man with the five talents said, "You trusted me with five talents 

and I made five more!"   

His master smiled and replied, "Great job, good and faithful servant!"  You are 

trustworthy with a few things so I will put you in charge of lots of things.  Come celebrate 

with me! 
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I think it's interesting that the master says he trusted him with a FEW things.  He gave 

him five million dollars!  That's ALOT of things.  But to this master it was small 

compared to what he would give and trust him with now. 

Then the man with the two talents came and said, "You trusted me with two talents and 

I made two more!"   

His master smiled and replied, "Great job, good and faithful servant!"  You are 

trustworthy with a few things so I will put you in charge of lots of things.  Come celebrate 

with me! 

Then the man who received the one talent came and told his master, "I know you work 

hard for your money, so I was afraid to lose any of it.  I decided to bury it and keep it 

safe.  Here is your one talent back." 

The master was not impressed and said, You lazy servant!  At the very least you 

could've taken the money to the bank and you would've at least collected some interest 

from it." 

He immediately took the talent away from the man and gave it to the first man who used 

his money to make more. 

The point Jesus was trying to make is that if you use your special gifts and abilities God 

will give you more to keep doing these things you are good at.  He will trust you with so 

much more.   

If you have a chance to do something for God that he gave you special abilities for and 

you don't do it, you will lose your special gift. 

God considers you very valuable and trusts you to do something for him using your gifts 

and abilities.  If you have a chance to do something and don't because you want to 

watch tv, play video games or because you just don't want to do anything; God will take 

that valuable gift and give it someone who is doing something with their gifts. 

Maybe you're not sure what your special abilities are yet.  Ask your parents or teachers 

what they think you're gifts are.   
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Listen and watch when others compliment you or notice something good about what 

you're doing.  To you it might be something small but to God it's a special and very 

valuable gift that only you can give.  If you keep using it God will continue to make it 

bigger and better. 

Also try to encourage and compliment others if you notice something special in 

them.  Your friends, teachers and parents might forget that God put something special 

in them and you might see it.  Tell them that they're good at it and remind them that it's 

a special ability given to them by God. 

For the older children: 

Parable of the Talents - King James Version 

Matthew 25:14-30 

[14] For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called 

his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods. 

[15] And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every 

man according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey. 

[16] Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and 

made them other five talents. 

[17] And likewise he that had received two, he also gained other two. 

[18] But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord's 

money. 

[19] After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them. 

[20] And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, 

saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them 

five talents more. 

[21] His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been 

faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the 

joy of thy lord. 

[22] He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto 

me two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them. 

[23] His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been 

faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the 

joy of thy lord. 

[24] Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that 

thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou 

hast not strawed: 
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[25] And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that 

is thine. 

[26] His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou 

knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed: 

[27] Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my 

coming I should have received mine own with usury. 

[28] Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents. 

[29] For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but 

from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath. 

[30] And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping 

and gnashing of teeth. 

 

DISCUSSION: 

Ask the children what are some of the things that make them special?  Discuss how 

God doesn't just give us whatever talents and abilities but he picks them out special just 

for each of them.  God wants us to use our special talent lots so he can give us more. 

Ask the children to talk about different talents or abilities that they've seen in other 

people.  Do they know what theirs is?  Encourage them to talk to their parents and find 

out what they're gifts are and how they could use it. 
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ACTIVITIES 

Materials: 

 Bottle caps (3 per child or so) 

 Gold or silver spray paint 

 printer 

 paper 

 Black marker 

 something to color with 

 stapler or tape 

Instructions: 

 Collect bottle caps of varying sizes and then spray paint them gold 

or silver or both. (Be sure you have at least three for each child.) 

 Then write on the top of a piece of paper "Thank you God for my 

Talents" (copy one for each child).  Or use the template at the 

bottom of the page. 

 With the kids, go around the room and get them to share what their 

talents are and write them on the Bottle Tops.   (If you have older 

children they can write it themselves). 

 Fold the piece of paper hamburger style, but not all the way so that 

the "Thank you God for my Talents" is still showing.  Or fold the 

paper to the solid line on the template. 

 Staple the sides and let the kids decorate the paper 

 Put their bottle caps inside so they can pull them out every night 

before bed. 
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