
Saturday 
May 7 

8:30 a.m. 
9:00 a.m. 
11:00 a.m. 
5:30 p.m. 

Wellness Junkies (Hall) 
RUC Youth nature walk (offsite) 
Elite Dance (Hall) 
Private booking (Hall & kitchen) 

Mother’s Day 
Sunday 
May 8 

10:30 a.m. 
12:30 p.m. 

RUC Worship (Sanctuary) 
Ghana Methodist Church (Sanctuary) 

Monday 
May 9 

8:30 a.m. 
5:00 p.m. 

E2 Academy (Boardroom & Meeting room) 
Parking lot cleaning  

Tuesday 
May 10 

8:30 a.m. 
11:00 a.m. 
2:30 p.m. 
4:30 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
8:00 p.m. 

E2 Academy (Boardroom & Meeting room) 
Transitions group (Chapel) 
Crafting group (Chapel) 
Elite Kids Dance (Hall) 
Official Board Meeting (Boardroom) 
Elite Kids Dance (Hall) 

Wednesday 
May 11 

8:30 a.m. 
9:00 a.m. 
4:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 

E2 Academy (Boardroom & Meeting room) 
Wednesday Walkers (Gathering area) 
Private rental (Sanctuary) 
Elite Kids Dance (Hall) 

Thursday 
May 12 

8:30 a.m. 
9:00 a.m. 
5:00 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

E2 Academy (Boardroom & Meeting room) 
Secret Sweets (Kitchen) 
Uplands Condo Association (Hall) 
Wellness Junkies (parking lot) 
Choir rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

Friday 
May 13 

8:30 a.m. 
9:00 a.m. 

E2 Academy (Boardroom & Meeting room) 
Secret Sweets (Kitchen) 

Saturday 
May 14 

8:30 a.m. 
9:00 a.m. 
12:00 noon 

Wellness Junkies (Hall) 
Elite Dance (Hall) 
Ghana Methodist Church (Sanctuary) 

Sunday 
May 15 

10:30 a.m. 
12:30 p.m. 
3:00 p.m. 

RUC Worship (Sanctuary) 
Ghana Methodist Church (Sanctuary) 
Al-Anon (Boardroom) 
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Riverbend United Church & community activities — May 7 to 15, 2022 



Solar Panel update Currently the physical and electrical connec-
tions are complete and we are waiting on City of Edmonton in-
spections and Epcor final sign off before we can turn the system 
on.  We are very grateful to have raised over $30,000 of the 
$40,000 needed for the solar panels for our "living in respect in 
creation" project.  Your ongoing donations of any amount are 
most welcome.   If you are donating by cheque please indicate 
“Solar panels” in the memo line, for e-transfers please put 
“Solar panels” in the comments section.  For details about the 
supplier and why we sole-sourced them please check out the 
YouTube video on the RUC website. 
 
Email scam alert  Do not ever respond to an email plea for finan-
cial help from anyone. There are very sophisticated scammers 
who will sound legitimate but they're not. Do not send the 
church or anyone money or gift cards because of an email plea 
for help. Verify it by phone if you believe it's real. The lay leaders 
and staff of RUC are asked to use only the church’s email ad-
dress in any announcements in order to avoid scammers having 
your email address.  If you have received a scam message please 
forward it to the church office. We had a recent incident with a 
scammer pretending to be Rev. Valerie and it's been reported to 
the Edmonton Police Services Fraud Unit and the Canadian Anti-
Fraud Unit. 
 
Sabbatical for Reverend Valerie United Church of Canada policy 
stipulates that every pastoral charge will provide a paid sabbati-
cal of three months to ministers who have completed at least 
five years of service in their church. Valerie's sabbatical has been 
approved for August, September and October, following her 
designated holiday time in July.  In order to meet the needs of 
the congregation in Valerie's absence, a planning committee was 
struck including Christine Ens, Charles Hitschfeld, Peggy Robin-
son and Valerie Oden. The following matters have been consid-
ered: 

• Summer Shared Worship Plan with St. Paul's - this sum-
mer we will enter into an arrangement with St Paul's 
United Church (11526 76 Avenue) to share in worship 
leadership. In July RUC will lead worship at St Paul's with 
members from both churches in attendance.  In August, 
St Paul's will provide worship at our church, and their 
members will join us.  

• Worship in September and October will be led by a varie-
ty of clergy and lay people.  

• Emergency Pastoral Care will be provided by a few minis-
ters on call, reacting to unanticipated needs. 

• Proactive ongoing Pastoral Care will be provided by Tom 
Sawyer and Joanne Olson.  

More details will be provided in the near future; please let any-
one on the committee or the office know if you have any ques-
tions or concerns. 
 
Lay Readers wanted, no experience necessary. If you'd enjoy 
helping to lead our worship services by reading Scripture, please 
let Valerie know. Everyone is welcome to serve in this way! 

Outreach Committee A playpen has been placed in the Narthex 
for donations of new items for mothers and babies for our 
Mother’s Day outreach program.  Planning has also begun for 
the Father’s Day Luncheon at the Bissell Centre for 250 to 350 
inner city residents.  Our contributions are limited to financial 
donations as we purchase what E4C requests. Donations can be 
made by cheque, cash or e-transfer to contac-
tus@riverbendunited.org.  For additional information please 
email the office.  Thank you!! 
 
Count room volunteers are needed once or twice a month to 
help count the offering following Sunday services.  We also need 
a Count Room Coordinator (to schedule counters and manage 
paperwork), and a new Giving Steward (responsible for entering 
all donations in the ICON software and issuing tax receipts).  For 
more information, please leave a message for Kristen Michalko 
at the church office.    
 
URGENT Garage sale storage The earliest date we can receive 
items for the garage sale was previously announced as Monday, 
August 22.  However, we have received inquiries from people 
who will be moving before then, and would like to donate some 
items.  We have had to decline because we have no storage 
room.  Do you have space to hold boxes and other items for a 
few months? Any such offers would be much appreciated. 
Please contact the Church office if you can help, thank you. 
 
Al-Anon  Are you troubled by someone's drinking/
addiction?  Consider joining a new Al-Anon group in south-west 
Edmonton - we can help. 

• Who:  contact Paulette at 587.982.1267 for more 
information 

• What:     We are Strength In Unity Al-Anon Family 
Group 

• When:    Sunday afternoons at 3:00 p.m. starting 
May 15, 2022 

• Where:   Boardroom, Riverbend United Church  

• Why:      Because to help them you have to help 
yourself 

 
The Canadian Hard of Hearing Association ("CHHA") is con-
ducting a campaign to promote the installation of hearing loops 
across Canada, and is looking for user testimonials.  They will be 
posted on their website and local branches and chapters will 
have links to this campaign.  If you would like to write a testimo-
nial on the benefits of the hearing loop system that we have, 
please send it to the Church office for Ray Hawrelak. 
 
Grace United Church is holding an online auction from May 18 
to 25.  Items include antiques, collectibles, vacations, gift cards, 
art, services, events and 100s more items.  Questions or infor-
mation?  Please contact graceunitedauction@gmail.com. 
 
 

Announcements—May 6 to 15, 2022 
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