iverbend United Church

Exploring Faith, Engaging Community

December 8 to December 17, 2023

Friday 8:30 a.m. [E2 Academy (Boardroom and Meeting Room) R?’:grg;Nd‘lUs"Ated Chul\:%f\;
. . . — venue
December 8 5:00 p.m. |Private Booking (Upper gathering area and Edmonton, Alberta
Kitchen) T6H 5K8
Email:
SDaetcuerriabyer 9 10:00 a.m. | Ghana Methodist Church (Sanctuary) contactus@riverbendunited.org
Website: www.riverbendunited.org
9:30 a.m. |RUC Advent Journey (Chapel)
10:30 a.m. | RUC Service (Sanctuary) Twitter: @riverbendunited
Sunday, Advent Il 11:30 a.m. | RUC Children’s Choir (Sanctuary)
Peace 12:30 p.m. | Ghana Methodist Church (Sanctuary) Facebook:
December 10 3:00 p.m. |Al-Anon Family group (Boardroom) acebook:
4:00 p.m. [Blue Christmas Service (Chapel) facebook com/
5:00 p.m. |Private Recital (Sanctuary) P e R
Monda 8:30a.m. |[E2 Academy (Boardroom and Meeting Room)
Decemger " 6:00 p.m. |32nd Girl Guides (Lower level hall)
7:00 p.m. |RUC Handbell rehearsal (Sanctuary)
8:30a.m. [E2 Academy (Boardroom and Meeting Room)
Tuesday 10:00 a.m. | Transitions Group (Chapel) y
December 12 2:30 p.m. |Reflective crafting (Chapel) .ikl (A‘; ‘
4:30 p.m. [Elite Dance Studio (Lower level hall) nal FA 2=
8:30a.m. |[E2 Academy (Boardroom and Meeting Room)
Wednesday 10:00 a.m. W.ednesday Walkers (Chapel)
December 13 3:30 p.m. |[Private rental (Sanctuary)
5:00 p.m. |Elite Dance Studio (Lower level hall)
7:00 p.m. |RUC Advent Journey (via Zoom) Christmas services & events
Thursday 8:30a.m. |E2 Academy (Boardroom and Meeting Room) December 10 Blue Christmas service
December 14 6:00 p.m. | Wellness Junkies (Lower Hall) 4:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m. [RUC Choir rehearsal
December 17 Community Christmas
Frida 8:30a.m. [E2 Academy (Boardroom and Meeting Room) Carol Sing 4:00 p.m.
Dece\r/nber 15 7:00 p.m. |RUC Youth (Lower Hall and Kitchen)
9:00 p.m. [Ghana Methodist Church (Sanctuary) December 24 Services
*  Worship service at 10:30 a.m.
Saturday 10:00 a.m. | Ghana Methodist Church (Sanctuary) % Candlelight and Choir worship at 5:00
December 16 4:00 p.m. [Private Booking (Lower Hall and Kitchen) p.m.
*  Candlelight, Choir and John Tessier, solo-
9:30 a.m. |[RUC Advent Journey (Chapel) ist at 6:30 p.m.
10:30 a.m. | RUC Service (Sanctuary) *  Communion candlelight worship at 8:00
A 1]
JS::nday, dvent 11:30 a.m. | RUC Children’s Choir (Sanctuary) p.m.
Deycember 17 12:30 p.m. | Ghana Methodist Church (Sanctuary) . .
3:00 p.m. |Al-Anon Family group (Boardroom) December 31 — 10:30 a.m. Worship service

4:00 p.m.

Community Christmas Carol Sing (Sanctuary)




Riverbend United Church ~ News & events

RUC Advent Journey: Bless the Advent We Actual-

ly Have by Kate Bowler. This free guide includes daily

reflections and optional activities. Click this link for

online access, pick up a photocopy in the Narthex if read-

ing on screen isn't your thing, or \visit cours-

es.katebowler.com. Options for discussion:

¢ Sunday mornings at 9: 30 a.m. in person beginning
December 3", led by Jill Spaner.

¢ Zoom conversation Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. De-
cember 6, 13, & 20, led by Valerie Oden.

¢ Or join a WhatsApp phone chat group and read and
share messages at your leisure. See Joanne Little
with questions about this option. Sign up in the nar-
thex or contact the office.

The Front Pew—Winter 2023 edition is now available
online here. A few printed copies are also available in
the Narthex.

Blue Christmas Service Sunday, December 10 at 4:00
p.m. Join us for a quiet service with gentle carols,
designed for those experiencing grief, transition, or
difficulty in the holiday season.

Care Coordinator Please join us in welcoming Holly
Ruryk, the new Care Coordinator at Riverbend Unit-
ed Church. Holly has been worshipping at River-
bend United for 11 years, is a very active volunteer
on the Outreach committee and the Turkey Team,
and is one of the driving forces behind our annual
Garage Sale. A retired nurse, Holly now enjoys
spending more time with her family, especially her
grandkids. Her interests include mastering the banjo
and pickleball! Holly is looking forward to her new
role and can be reached via email at carecoordina-
tor@riverbendunited.org. Please say “Hello” if you
have a chance.

Christmas Eve Readers Please let Valerie know if
you would like to read part of the Christmas Story in
one of our Christmas Eve services. No experience
necessary!

2024 Riverbend United Church Donation Envelopes
If you wish a set of envelopes for 2024, please sign
up on the designated sheet in the narthex or send
an email to the Church office advising how many
envelopes you wish to have. Thank you for being
part of our congregation!

RUC Men's Walking Group will meet again on Satur-
day, December 9 at 10:00 a.m. at Freson Bros, 5139
Mullen Road. Please meet in the cafe at 10:00 a.m.
followed by a local walk by the river valley, distance
to be determined by the ability and wishes of the
attendees.

Outreach Committee Christmas Initiative Asin pre-
vious years, the Outreach Committee will deliver
Christmas gifts to each women living in the “Our
Place” and “Buffalo Den” permanent group homes.
We also hope to offer funding for movie tickets and
money for the women to go out for dinner one
evening. The committee will purchase the items for
the gift bags. Please consider making a donation in
one of three ways:

e Mail a cheque to the church or put it in the
offering plate at the back of the church and indi-
cate that it is for the Outreach Christmas pro-
ject.

e Call us if you would like us to pick up your dona-
tion, or

¢ Send us your donation by e-transfer
to contactus@riverbendunited.org. Please des-
ignate your donation to Outreach Christmas Pro-
ject.

You will receive a tax-deductible receipt for a mini-
mum $20 donation. Thank you so much from your
Outreach Committee.

Deep Winter Song XVII: A Mystical Solstice Evening
of Music Centre for Spiritual Living Edmonton (7621
101 Avenue NW, Edmonton, AB) Friday, December
15, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. Tickets: $30 per adult in ad-
vance (535 at door), $S75 per family of four ($80 at
door). Find more information on Facebook or
Eventbrite “Deep Winter Song 2023”.

Carols and Bells: 18th Annual Parkland Bells of St.
Andrew’s United Church and Musical Guests. Saturday,
December 16, 2023 from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m. at St. An-
drew’s United Church (1A Fieldstone Drive, Spruce
Grove) Limited Seated. Tickets Required. A freewill offer-
ing will be gratefully received.
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