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Friday  
December 15 

8:30 a.m. 
7:00 p.m. 
9:00 p.m. 

E2 Academy (Boardroom and Meeting Room) 
RUC Youth (Lower Hall and Kitchen) 
Ghana Methodist Church (Sanctuary) 

Saturday 
December 16 

10:00 a.m. 
4:00 p.m. 

Ghana Methodist Church (Sanctuary) 
Private Booking (Lower Hall and Kitchen) 

Sunday, Advent III, 
Joy 
December 17 

10:30 a.m. 
12:30 p.m. 
3:00 p.m. 
4:00 p.m. 

RUC Service (Sanctuary)  
Ghana Methodist Church (Sanctuary) 
Al-Anon Family group (Boardroom) 
Community Christmas Carol Sing (Sanctuary) 

Monday 
December 18 

8:30 a.m. 
6:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

E2 Academy (Boardroom and Meeting Room) 
32nd Girl Guides (Lower level hall) 
RUC Handbell rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

Tuesday 
December 19 

8:30 a.m. 
10:00 a.m.  
2:30 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 

E2 Academy (Boardroom and Meeting Room) 
Transitions Group (Chapel) 
Reflective crafting (Chapel) 
Private booking (Sanctuary) 

Wednesday 
December 20 

8:30 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 
3:30 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

E2 Academy (Boardroom and Meeting Room) 
Wednesday Walkers (Chapel) 
Private rental (Sanctuary) 
RUC Advent Journey (via Zoom) 

Thursday 
December 21 

8:30 a.m. 
6:00 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 

E2 Academy (Boardroom and Meeting Room) 
Wellness Junkies (Lower Hall) 
RUC Choir rehearsal 

Friday  
December 22 

8:30 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 
5:30 p.m. 
9:00 p.m. 

E2 Academy (Boardroom and Meeting Room) 
WeCan Food Basket pick-up (Narthex) 
Private Booking (Lower Hall and Kitchen) 
Ghana Methodist Church (Sanctuary) 

Saturday 
December 23 

10:00 a.m. Ghana Methodist Church (Sanctuary) 

Sunday, Advent IV,  
Love 
Christmas Eve 
December 24 

10:30 a.m. 
12:30 a.m. 
3:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 
8:00 p.m. 

RUC Worship Service (Sanctuary)  
Ghana Methodist Church (Sanctuary) 
Al-Anon Family group (Boardroom) 
RUC Christmas Service (Sanctuary)  
RUC Christmas Service (Sanctuary)  
RUC Christmas Service (Sanctuary)  

 
 

 
 
 
 

  
  December 15 to December 24, 2023 

     
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Christmas services & events  

 
 

 

 

December 17  Community Christmas 

  Carol Sing  4:00 p.m. 

 

December 24 Services 

 Worship service at 10:30 a.m. 

 Candlelight and Choir worship at 

5:00 p.m.  (will be live-streamed) 

 Candlelight, Choir and John Tessier, 

soloist at 6:30 p.m.  

 Communion candlelight worship at 

8:00 p.m.  

 

December 31 — 10:30 a.m. Worship 



The Front Pew—Winter 2023 edition is now availa-
ble online here.  A few printed copies are also avail-
able in the Narthex.   
 
Care Coordinator Please join us in welcoming Holly 
Ruryk, the new Care Coordinator at Riverbend Unit-
ed Church.  Holly has been worshipping at River-
bend United for 11 years, is a very active volunteer 
on the Outreach committee and the Turkey Team, 
and is one of the driving forces behind our annual 
Garage Sale. A retired nurse, Holly now enjoys 
spending more time with her family, especially her 
grandkids. Her interests include mastering the banjo 
and pickleball!  Holly is looking forward to her new 
role and can be reached via email at carecoordina-
tor@riverbendunited.org. Please say “Hello” if you 
have a chance. 
 
Men’s Walking Group: The next meetings of the 
men's coffee and walking group will be on Saturday 
December 16 and January 6 at 10:00 a.m. at  the 
McDonalds in Riverbend Square.  We will start with 
coffee and conversation, and end with an optional  
walk in the area.  There may also be a meeting over 
the holidays.  To get on the mailing list for last mi-
nute events, please contact the church office. 
 
Carols and Bells: 18th Annual Parkland Bells of St. 
Andrew’s United Church and Musical Guests. Satur-
day, December 16, 2023 from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m. at 
St. Andrew’s United Church (1A Fieldstone Drive, 
Spruce Grove) Limited Seated. Tickets Required. A 
freewill offering will be gratefully received.  
 
Christmas Eve Readers  Please let Valerie know if 
you would like to read part of the Christmas Story at 
the 6:30 p.m. Christmas Eve service. No experience 
necessary!  
 
2024 Riverbend United Church Donation Envelopes 
If you wish a set of envelopes for 2024, please sign 
up on the designated sheet in the narthex or send 
an email to the Church office advising how many 
envelopes you wish to have.  Thank you for being 
part of our congregation!  
 
 

Outreach Christmas Initiative  Thank you to every-
one who contributed to the Outreach Christmas ini-
tiative that provided Christmas gifts to each women 
living in the “Our Place” and “Buffalo Den” perma-
nent group homes. We were also able to offer mov-
ie tickets and a dinner out one evening.  Thank you 
again for  your generosity. 
 
Deep Winter Song XVII: A Mystical Solstice Evening 
of Music Centre for Spiritual Living Edmonton (7621 
101 Avenue NW, Edmonton, AB) Friday, December 
15, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. Tickets: $30 per adult in ad-
vance ($35 at door), $75 per family of four ($80 at 
door).  Find more information on Facebook or 
Eventbrite “Deep Winter Song 2023”. 

Congratulations to the RUC Handbell Choir who 
performed at the Edmonton General Continuing 
Care facility on Monday, December 11th. 
 

  

Riverbend United Church  ~  News & events 

Office closure 
 

The office at Riverbend United Church will be 
closed from Monday, December 25th  

to Monday, January 1st,  
reopening on Tuesday, January 2nd.   

For emergency pastoral care during that time 
please reach out to Rev. Oden by calling the 

office at 780.430.7275 and pressing <2>.  
For Property & Maintenance emergencies 

please contact Don Trenn at 780.218.3089. 

https://riverbendunited.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/RUC_Front_Pew_Winter_2023.pdf

