
Riverbend United Church 
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Email:   
contactus@riverbendunited.org 
 
Website:   www.riverbendunited.org 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Twitter:    
@riverbendunited 
 
 

 
Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/
riverbendunited 

Friday  
December 22 

8:30 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 
9:00 p.m. 

E2 Academy (Boardroom and Meeting Room) 
WeCan Food Basket pick-up (Narthex) 
Ghana Methodist Church (Sanctuary) 

Saturday 
December 23 

10:00 a.m. Ghana Methodist Church (Sanctuary) 

Sunday, Advent IV,  
Love 
Christmas Eve 
December 24 

10:30 a.m. 
11:30 a.m. 
3:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 
8:00 p.m. 

RUC Worship Service (Sanctuary)  
Ghana Methodist Church (Sanctuary) 
Al-Anon Family group (Boardroom) 
RUC Christmas Service (Sanctuary)  
RUC Christmas Service (Sanctuary)  
RUC Christmas Service (Sanctuary)  

Christmas Day 
Monday 
December 25 

12:00 p.m. Ghana Methodist Church (Sanctuary) 

December 26  Office & building closed 

December 27  Office & building closed 

December 28 7:30 p.m. Office closed 

December 29 6:00 p.m. 
Office closed 
RUC Youth sleepover (Lower hall) 

December 30 10:00 a.m. Ghana Methodist Church (Sanctuary) 

Sunday,  
December 31 

10:30 a.m. 
11:30 a.m. 
3:00 p.m. 

RUC Worship Service (Sanctuary)  
Ghana Methodist Church (Sanctuary) 
Al-Anon Family group (Boardroom) 

New Year’s Day 
Monday, 
January 1 

 Office & Building closed 

January 2  Office re-opens 

January 3 5:00 p.m. Wedding rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

January 4 4:30 p.m. Laurin & Spaner wedding (Sanctuary) 

January 5   

January 6   

Sunday, 
January 7 

10:30 a.m. 
11:30 a.m. 
3:00 p.m. 

RUC Worship Service (Sanctuary)  
Ghana Methodist Church (Sanctuary) 
Al-Anon Family group (Boardroom) 

 
 

 
 
 
 

  
  December 22, 2023 to January 7, 2024 

     
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas services 
 

December 24  

 Advent IV Worship service at 10:30 

a.m. 

 Candlelight and Choir worship at 

5:00 p.m.  

 Candlelight, Choir and John Tessier, 

soloist at 6:30 p.m.  

 Communion candlelight worship at 

8:00 p.m.  
 

December 31   

 10:30 a.m. Worship service 

 

January 7  

 10:30 a.m. Worship service 



Riverbend United Church  ~  News & events 
Christmas offerings A portion of the Christmas Eve 
offerings will support two outreach initiatives: The 
No Room in the Inn ecumenical program sup-
porting A Safe Place shelter and Riverbend ROCKS, 
a local grassroots organization that provides pro-
gramming and support for vulnerable children and 
their families in the Brander Gardens subsidized 
housing complex. 
   
Men’s Walking Group The next meetings of the 
men's Coffee and Walking group will be on Friday 
December 29 and Saturday, January 6 at 10:00 
a.m. at McDonalds in Riverbend Square.  We will 
start with coffee and conversation, and end with 
an optional walk.  To add your name to the mailing 
list for the men's group events, please contact the 
church office. 
 
Pastoral care During the holiday season the office 
is closed and staff are taking a much needed 
break. Rev. Valerie is in town and available for 
emergency pastoral care. You can reach her by 
calling her cell or by calling the church office at 
780.430.7275 and pressing extension <2>.  Rev. 
Valerie will return your call as soon as she is able. 
 
Outreach Committee The Outreach Committee 
has become aware that there are residents of 
group homes looking for volunteer jobs to put on 
their CV to boost their chances of getting paid em-
ployment. Many of these people were recently 
hospitalized, homeless or living in shelters. If you 
know of a potentially appropriate job or have 
questions about this, please contact Alexander 
Sharp at E4C, a non-profit organization focused on 
the elimination of poverty, by calling 780.722.3541 
or emailing him at ASharp@e4calberta.org. 
 
Donation envelopes –  Do you require donation 
envelopes for 2024?  If so please contact the 
Church office at 780.430.7275 on or after January 
2nd, when the office re-opens. 
 
Gifts with Vision The United Church of Canada 
provides Mission & Service support to partners for 
their ongoing work in Africa, Asia, Latin America, 
the Caribbean, the Middle East, and right here in 

Canada.  Gifts with Vision turns gift giving into an 
opportunity to do something extra for our church 
partners by giving gifts to friends or family to sup-
port specific partner activities.  With your gifts, we 
help create healthy places to live, promote justice, 
provide social services, and enliven worship. Check 
out the online gift catalogue at giftswithvision.ca. 
 
Yoga classes resume January 2024  Restorative 
Yoga classes led by Susan Brooks will begin 
Wednesday, January 10th at 11:00 a.m.  Please 
call  the office at 780.430.7275 to register.   
 
The Front Pew—Winter 2023 edition is available 
online here.  A few printed copies are also availa-
ble in the Narthex.   
 
Care Coordinator Please join us in welcoming Hol-
ly Ruryk, the new Care Coordinator at Riverbend 
United Church.  Holly has been worshipping at 
Riverbend United for 11 years, is a very active vol-
unteer on the Outreach committee and the Turkey 
Team, and is one of the driving forces behind our 
annual Garage Sale. A retired nurse, Holly now 
enjoys spending more time with her family, espe-
cially her grandkids. Her interests include master-
ing the banjo and pickleball!  Holly is looking for-
ward to her new role and can be reached via email 
at carecoordinator@riverbendunited.org. Please 
say “Hello” if you have a chance. 

 
Office closure 

 
The Riverbend United Church office is 

closed from Monday, December 25th to  
Monday, January 1st,  

reopening on Tuesday, January 2nd.   
For emergency pastoral care during that 

time please reach out to Rev. Oden.  
For Property & Maintenance emergencies 

please contact Don Trenn at 
780.218.3089. 

mailto:ASharp@e4calberta.org
https://giftswithvision.ca/
https://riverbendunited.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/RUC_Front_Pew_Winter_2023.pdf

