Rerbend United Church

EX DIormg Faith, Engagmg Comymmfy

Sunday,
April 12, 2026

Join us for worship on Sunday, April 12th at 10:30 a.m., or click here for the live-streamed services.

Message from Rev. Valerie
April 10, 2026

Thomas: Then and Now
Dear Doubting Thomas, a.k.a. Didymus:
You’ve got quite a reputation, here 2000 years after you lived.

I’'m glad you said what you did—asking to see the wounds for yourself. Many are the days | wish | could do the
same.

We’ve followed your story through the years, sometimes leaning on you for proof of the presence of the
Christ among us. I'll admit, it’s still a little hard to imagine—that you experienced him in the flesh.

And yet... your story was carried forward by people who were utterly convinced he was among them. There’s
something in that conviction that keeps us paying attention. Well, that—and the way he lived: so full of love,

offering a healing presence to everyone, no matter what.

We’ve also been told you carried that story far beyond where it began. | don’t know how much of it we can
verify. But | do know this: your voice has endured.

So, dear Thomas, thank you—for your questions, and for your witness. And for that moment when something
in you recognized what you could not yet explain.

WEe’'ll be listening again for that this Sunday. Not to recreate your experience, but to notice where life might
be meeting us, here and now.

Would you ever have guessed that a single moment of your life would be carried this far?

In gratitude,
valerie

ANNOUNCEMENTS

. Please click here for this week’s Order of Service
. You can find this week’s Announcements here



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2020%3A19-31&version=NRSVA
https://riverbendunited.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/RUC_Bulletin_April_12_2026.pdf
https://riverbendunited.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/RUC_Announcements_April_12_2026.pdf
https://youtube.com/live/f8B2-c4yei0?feature=share

